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THE

EVIDENCE DEDUCED FROM THE BLOOD-STAINS
IN THE CASE OF BENJAMIN GIBBINS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,&mdash;I regret that circumstances have prevented me from

replying ere this to the letter of your correspondent" &Prime; MEDICUS,&rsquo;&rsquo;
(THE LANCET, p. 53,) in which he seeks to know the evidence,
and the value of the evidence, which may be furnished by a
microscopic examination of dead and living blood. But before
I proceed to this, let me dispossess your correspondent of the
error which he entertains, when he says that I asserted, " that
the spots of dried blood on the jacket of the accused must have
flowed from a living person, and could not possibly (as the
prisoner declared) have escaped from a dead body, because the
blood corpuscles were imbedded in coagulated fibrine, whereas,
immediately after death, the globules always separate from
the fibrine, the latter coagulating into a mass in which no
blood-globules remain." Now I need not say that such con-
siderations as these I never had anything whatever to do with;
they are not facts, and they would have proved me hasty
and grossly ignorant if I had ever entertained them. Let me,
however, refer to the manner in which I conducted the inquiry,
so as to point out the value of the evidence which I obtained
from it, and the mode in which I reasoned upon that evidence.
A jacket and waistcoat were placed in my hands for exami-

nation. After a careful inspection, I discovered that the left
sleeve of the one was marked by a large blood-patch, and that ’,
there were many blood-spots upon other parts of both the
garments; several of these spots had an oblique inclination,and
appeared to have come from a jet. I then removed a portion
from a great many of the spots, and examined them succes-
sively under the microscope; by this means I detected the
blood-corpuscle, the fibrin-coagulum, the fatty scalp-epithelium,
and a portion of brown hair; after this, other portions of the
spots were placed in a test tube, with water, and when exa-
mined chmically thev gave the follnwing’ results:&mdash;

1. The solution had a pink-colour, and small coagula of
fibrin were diffused through it.

2. The addition of acid or alkali merely browned it; the
pink-colour was not heightened or rendered green.

3. Strong nitric acid produced flocculi of albumen.
4. Bichloride of mercury did the same.
5. Heat also coagulated the albumen and rendered the so-

lution turbid.
The day after this inquiry, the police-sergeant brought me

a piece of matting which was marked with a large blood-stain.
The microscope demonstrated the presence of blood-corpuscles,
and scalp-epithelia, but there was no evidence whatever of the
existence of fibrin in it. A chemical examination also gave
the same results as the preceding, excepting that the solution
was not turbid from the presence of coaguled fibrin. I
Two days after this, a police constable brought me a piece

of wood, part of the beading from the window; it appeared to
be stained by blood from a hand, for there were the markings
of the skin rugae upon it: when this was examined by means
of the microscope, I could only detect a sort of granular dust,
there were no blood-corpuscles, or fibrin, or epithelia, in it;
and when a little of it was scraped into water, the red colour-
ing matter soon subsided, leaving the superstratum clear and
colourless; the precipitate was then dissolved in a very little
hydrochloric acid, and tested for iron : the conclusion was,
that it had been a mixture of reddle and size, for the exami-
nation of the supernatant liquor demonstrated the existence
of the latter.
These were all the facts which came out of the inquiry; and

I reasoned upon them in this way:&mdash;1st. There could be no doubt
that the spots upon the jacket, and waistcoat, and matting, were
blood-spots; 2ndly, nor could there be any doubt that this blood
had come from the wound in deceased’s scalp, for it contained
fatty epithelia and hair; 3rdly, the spots upon the sleeve and
waistcoat contained coagula of fibrin,the blood, therefore, could
not have lost its vitality when it came there, for it is a special
and a vital act to produce such a fibre. It is true that this
property is often retained by the blood for some hours after
the death of the individual, and it might have been a question
whether this was not the case in the present instance ; but
then there was no such fibrin in the blood upon the matting;
that was undoubtedly dead blood, blood that had lost its
power of coagulating, and could not have got there, as the pri-
soner stated, when the blood came upon his jacket; on the
contrary, the blood upon his clothes must have been antece-
dent to that upon the matting. Again, the form and oblique
appearance of some of the spots would give a tendency to a
fourth conclusion-namely, that it had spurted from a living

vessel. Lastly, I came to the conclusion that the stain upon
the window beading had been produced by reddle and size,
and had been put there to test the accuracy of my other con-
clusions. With this expression of the facts, I do not know that
it is necessary to answer each question put by your cor-
respondent. I may only add, that I have tested the accuracy
of my opinions by many previous as well as subsequent exa-
minations, and I am convinced that the presence of fibrin in-
dicates a vitality of the blood; that this vitality is often re-
tained for many hours after the death of the individual, and
blood so drawn will often coagulate; but that when the vitality
of the blood has ceased, there is never any such clot; the par-
ticle of blood when placed with water under the microscope
is completely dissolved, and it is as sure an evidence that such
blood has either come from a dead body or from blood de-
prived of its fibrin.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

H. LETHEBY, M.B.,
Lecturer on Chemistry at the

London Hospital.

THE SYDENHAM SOCIETY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash; As I have unfortunately paid my subscription for this
year to the SYDENHAM SOCIBTY, and several of my friends
having done the same, I am deputed to request that you will
allow us to inquire, through the medium of your widely-cir-
culated journal, whether we can legally demand to have our
money returned? The Council has broken its promises, no
book has been issued at all for this year-the English Syden-
ham, Harvey’s works, and other books, promised years ago,
have never been delivered-Hewson’s works have been kept
back. In short, the Council seem to treat the members with
contempt, and the sooner the abuse is stopped the better.
Enclosing my card for your private information, I remain, Sir,
yours, &c. JUSTITIA.
August, 1846.

THE TREATMENT OF MEDICAL WITNESSES IN
COURTS OF JUSTICE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;This month last year I was called upon by the police
to examine (the putrid remains of) a fcetus, which had been
concealed by some person in a field; some few days after, I
was ordered to examine a young woman who was suspected to
be the mother. My opinion, after examination, was, that she
had recently been delivered of a child; this opinion, with
other confirmatory evidence, led the case before the magis-
trates, when I was examined. The prisoner was ultimately
committed to Liverpool assizes, to take her trial for the con-
cealment of birth. I was, of course, subpoenaed as a witness;
and after the trial was over, I received two guineas for two
days’ attendance at Liverpool, nearly forty miles distant from
my practice. For the disgusting examination of the child, and
the not very pleasant one of the mother, together with my
attendance and evidence before the magistrates, I cannot get
any -remuneration beyond the civil reply, " Very sorry, Sir,
but we have no power!" Is this, Mr. Editor, just? Should I
for the future be warranted in withholding my evidence
before the magistrates until I received my fee, or an order for
it ?-I am, yours respectfully,

H. I. HINXMAN, M.D.

AN ATTEMPT TO INTIMIDATE PUPILS AT THE
WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SCHOOL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Six,&mdash; Letters having appeared in THE LANCET calling the
attention of the profession to certain abuses existing in the
Westminster Medical School, an attack of a most unjust and
painful nature, and one calculated to do me serious injury, has
been made upon me by the lecturers, in consequence of an un-
founded suspicion that I was inimical to the School.
On Saturday last, Dr. F. Bird, the lecturer on botany, &c.,

thus accosted me in the hall of the hospital ‘ Mr. Williams,
why have you become a governor of the hospital’? I have
great reason to know that you have something to do with the
attacks on the School: I have several scraps in your hand-
writing to prove this. I know from high authority that you
are no governor on your own account, but put forward by par-
ticular parties in opposition to us. This will ruin you in prac-
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tice, and we shall withdraw all esteem from you. Now,
confess to me, are you not a cat’s-paw in the hands of some
one?" Upon this unexpected interrogation, I desired lie
would name to me the high authority by whom I was im-
peached. To this he merely replied in vague insinuations,
and left me to seek redress as I best could. Hearing that he
had made these injurious statements to another previously to
leaving the hospital, I felt it my duty to write and demand
an explanation, and the name of the "high authority" by
whom I had been traduced. To this note I received a most
uncourteous reply, refusing the information I required.

I then addressed a second letter to Dr. F. Bird, urging still
more strongly the necessity for a reply; and to this I was
finally answered by a servant that Dr. Bird had no time to
write to me.

I would ask the profession, through your widely-circulated
journal, whether this is the treatment which an old pupil
should receive from the hands of his late teachers, or likely to
increase the respectability of the School.-I am, Sir, your

J. F. WILLIAMS.

POOR-LAW UNION SURGEONS AND GUARDIANS,
AND PROSPECTS FOR MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;The three kings at Somerset House having, by their
encouragement of the "tender" system, greatly promoted
manslaughter, and woman-slaughter too, for several years, at
length, finding that coroners’ verdicts were too frequent and
too uncomplimentary for their dignity, were obliged to issue a
firman to prevent the practice. What followed ?-Why, the
guardians said " the doctors must not tender to us, but we may
tender to the doctors," on the principle of the Dutch auction;
and so, in their wonted liberality, they fixed their own price,
and hawked about their proposals to the doctors; and as the
hungriest mouse bites hardest, the cheapest and least expe-
rienced doctor swallowed the bait. In this way have most of
the unions been furnished with medical attendance; in one
workhouse, where the poor of all ages and all infirmities are
congregated from more than thirty parishes, the guardians
compel the doctor to visit it daily, to find all medicines, to
vaccinate, and attend all midwifery cases, and to meet all
surgical cases and operations, for the moderate sum of 40l. a
year.
The great defect is in the manner in which the poor law is

carried out: the guardians are judges, jury, and executioners
in their own cause; there is no appeal: they are sent from
parishes with no qualification of head or heart. He who pays
the largest rate, and has of course most interest in " grinding
the faces of the poor," is generally put into office, and while
it gives him self-importance, it hardens his heart against his
fellow creatures. But such men ought not to be entrusted
with making contracts which involve the health and lives of
their poorer neighbours, who are allowed no choice in their
medical man, and are often driven away from one in whom
they have confidence, and who has, under God’s blessing, often
treated them kindly and successfully on many former occa-
sions. Nor ought such men to be permitted to dictate de-
grading terms to men who of all others in society are more
amenable to the law of public opinion, the law of the coroner,
and the Christian law of charity, every hour of their lives,
night and day, and who, I am proud to say, never withhold
their services, in all kinds of emergencies, from their afflicted
brethren. The medical man is brought under the operation
of several acts of parliament also; by one he is compelled to
submit to severe examination, after eight years of expensive
study; by another, to act (in self-defence) under the poor-law
commissioners, who are the most rigid, because irresponsible,
task-masters, on worse terms than menial servants are ex-
posed to, (not a month’s wages and warning, but a bond for a
year, the guardians reserving the power to dismiss in a month;; ;
and by a third, to pay a property-tax on an income derived
from daily exertions, depending not only on his life but on his
health, both which are more exposed to danger and disease
than any other individuals encounter.
Well may parents withhold their sons from adventuring ir

such a profession now-a-days, when time, talent, and the mosl
arduous and beneficial duties which one human being cai
render to another are so lightly esteemed, and so ungraciously
acknowledged, by all classes of persons, and more especially
by those who, by a great misnomer, are called GUARDIANS o
THE PooR.&mdash;Yours,
Bucks, July, 1846. A COUNTRY DOCTOR.

AMMONIA AS A VESICANT.
M. GONDRET, of Paris, has written to us, requesting the inser-

tion of the following formula for making the ammoniacal pom-
made, which bears his name (Pommade de Gondret): "In
summer, take lard, 6 drachms; oil of sweet almonds, 2 drachms;
tallow, 4 drachms. Melt by a gentle heat, and pour into a wide-
mouthed phial with a glass stopper. Then add 12 drachms of
liquid ammonia at 27&deg; or 280; put in the stopper, and shake it up.
It shonid be kept in a cool place; but as the temperature gets
lower, put 2 drachms less tallow, and 2 more of lard. This
pommade produces vesication in three, four, or five minutes,
instead of ten, as stated in the article in THE LANCET for
August 1, p. 131."

Dr. Gondret remarks, that he has employed this vesicant
with much advantage in the treatment of cataract, applying it
on the mastoid process, or forehead; but little favourable change
has been perceptible in less than a month’s persistence in the
use of the remedy. As auxiliaries he has also employed cup.
ping on the nape, dry cupping to the back or loins, ammoniacal
ether or spirit to the eyelids, &c. M. Gondret states, that his
pommade is still employed by M. Lisfranc for cataract and
gutta serena in the Hopital la Pitie, Paris, and that he him-
self practised on these diseases with it at the Ophthalmic Insti-
tution, Moorfields, for several months, in 1838, during which
period, he adds, Messrs. Turner, Grace, and several other Lon-
don chemists, " prepared it for him in perfection."

NAVAL MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.

APPOINTMENTS.&mdash;Surg. D. G. Miller (1834), to .S’idon.-Assist.
surgs. : W. T. Domville (1842), to Excellent, v. Findlay pro-
moted; G. S. Roberts (1841), (Addit.), to Excellent; W. Evans
(Act.), to Vindictive; A. Armstrong and C. R. R. Preston
(1846), (Addit.), to Caledonia, for service of Plymouth Hos-
pital ; A. Clark (Addit.), to Victory.

POSITION OF AssISTANT-SuRGEONS IN THE NAVY.&mdash;In a recent
letter to the Naval and Military Gazette, signed An Assistant-
Surgeon," are the following remarks:" We have been called
the dry nurses of the navy by some heartless individuals who
would fain be witty at our expense; that is to say, we are
placed in the midshipmen’s mess to keep the youngsters in
order, to regulate their mess affairs, and see that the expendi-
ture does not exceed the income. This is literally the fact,
although I have no doubt it will appear quite incredible to
shore-going people, that highly-educated gentlemen, members
of an honourable profession, should be so degraded in her
Majesty’s service in the nineteenth century.

" Not one out of every fifty of the assistant-surgeons that
enter the navy has the most remote idea of the privations and
petty vexations they will be exposed to, until they are fairly
entered into it, and have expended large sums of money on
the purchase of uniform, instruments, &c. When they find
their mistake out they are ashamed to retreat. Four or five
years are passed on foreign station; there is no chance of
keeping up a knowledge of their profession, much less of ac-
quiring additional information; for how is it possible to study
in a narrow doghole of a berth, often crowded to suffocation,
where, if you want to make yourself heard, it is necessary to
speak at the top of your voice. From four A.M. to eight P.M.
the hurly-burly continues, then the lights are put out, and all
is dark and silent until the same hour next morning, and so it
continues to the end of the chapter.
"It may be a matter of surprise to some, that persons who

have served one commission should ever be induced to try
another. My own reasons for doing so are these :-On being
paid off, I felt conscious that I had retrograded in my profes-
sion, and saw if I should try and get into practice on shore, it
would be absolutely necessary to return to the medical schools,
to regain what I had lost in the service; then, an unwilling-
ness to throw away so much time after having chosen the
navy of my own free will, and the hope that I would not have
much longer to wait for my promotion, have induced me to
return to a position which casts discredit on the whole profes-
sion."

EAST INDIA MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.

HOSPITAL STAFF.-Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals
J. Robertson, M.D., to be Inspector-General of Hospitals.

APPOINTMENTS.&mdash;BENGAL AND AGRA PRESIDENCY.&mdash;Assistant-
surgs.: J. R. Bedford and T. C. Hutchinson passed exam. in


